
The Floor leader offers the following substitute to file no. 2015-397:

Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor:

ORDINANCE 2015–397
AN ORDINANCE appropriating $120,000.00 TO FUND THE ST. JOHNS RIVER TAXI OPERATING AND MARKETING SERVICES AGREEMENT (“AGREEMENT”) for the St. John’s RIVER taxi service FROM THE SMG MANAGER CONTRIBUTION, as initiated by REVISED b.t. 15-084; Providing a carryover of funds FROM YEAR TO YEAR UNTIL SUCH FUNDS ARE EXPENDED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AGREEMENT; PURPOSE; APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CORPORATION SECRETARY TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE AND LAKESHORE MARINE SERVICES, LLC, A FLORIDA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY; ADDITIONAL AUTHORIZATION; PROVIDING FOR CITY OVERSIGHT BY THE PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT IN CONSULTATION WITH THE DOWNTOWN INVESTMENT AUTHORITY; AMENDING CHAPTER 28 (PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES), PART 1 (GENERAL), SECTION 28.103 (POWERS; FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES OF DIRECTOR), ORDINANCE CODE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville (“City”) issued Request for Proposal No. ESC-0550-14 (the “RFP”) for a long-term river taxi service agreement in downtown Jacksonville along the St. Johns River, which services included three (3) marine vessels (collectively, the “River Taxi”) to provide daily river taxi transportation during the week, sunset cruises, eco-tours, historical tours, private tours or charters, and other events (collectively, the “River Taxi Operating Services”); and


WHEREAS, Lakeshore Marine Services, LLC, a Florida limited liability company (“Operator”) RFP response was ranked the highest amongst the RFP proposals received by City, and City and Operator entered into the short-term St. Johns River Taxi Services Agreement dated August 4, 2014, as amended (the “Short-Term River Taxi Agreement”) to prevent the River Taxi service from being interrupted while a long-term agreement was being negotiated by the parties; and

WHEREAS, the River Taxi service ridership levels on weekdays have been consistently low under the Short-Term River Taxi Agreement, which has made it difficult for Operator to sustain the River Taxi service and pay the operating expenses related thereto; and


WHEREAS, Operator intends to create a marketing, educational and sponsorship campaign for the River Taxi service through a program known as “OnBoard Jax!” (the “River Taxi Marketing Services”) to assist Operator with the River Taxi operating expenses and ridership levels; and

WHEREAS, the City recognizes the importance of the River Taxi service in transporting individuals across the St. Johns River and it is the City’s desire to create a vibrant and dynamic downtown through increased use of the River Taxi Operating Services; and  


WHEREAS, Operator has secured at its own expense two vessels and intends to purchase or lease a third and desires to enter into a long-term agreement with the City to perform the River Taxi Operating Services and River Taxi Marketing Services; and


WHEREAS, the City believes the River Taxi Operating Services are beneficial to the citizens of Jacksonville and revitalizing downtown, and City desires to contribute funding towards the River Taxi expenses in exchange for the Operator performing the River Taxi Operating Services and the River Taxi Marketing Services subject to the conditions contained herein; now therefore
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Recitals.
The recitals above are true and correct and incorporated herein by reference.

Section 2.

Appropriation.  For the 2014-2015 fiscal year, within the City’s budget, there is hereby appropriated the indicated sum from the SMG Manager Contribution account listed in subsection (a) to the account listed in subsection (b):

(Revised B.T. 15-084, attached hereto as Revised Exhibit 1 and incorporated herein by this reference):
(a) Appropriated from:

See Revised B.T. 15-084
$120,000.00

(b) Appropriated to:

See Revised B.T. 15-084
$120,000.00

Section 3.

Carryover.

The funds appropriated hereby shall not lapse but shall carryover as appropriated from year to year until such funds are expended in accordance with the St. Johns River Taxi Operating and Marketing Services Agreement (“Agreement”) authorized in Section 4 of this ordinance.
Section 4.

Purpose.  The purpose of the appropriation in Section 2 is to provide funding for the Agreement between the City and Operator authorized in Section 5 of this ordinance.

Section 5.

Approval and Authorization of the St. Johns River Taxi Operating and Marketing Services Agreement between the City and Operator.  There is hereby approved, and the Mayor and Corporation Secretary are hereby authorized to execute on behalf of the City the St. Johns River Taxi Operating and Marketing Services Agreement between the City and Operator, in substantially the form attached hereto as Revised Exhibit 2.
Section 6.

Additional Authorization. The Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department is hereby authorized to execute additional amendments to the St. Johns River Taxi Operating and Marketing Services Agreement pursuant to the agreement terms.
Section 7.

Oversight Department. The Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department (the “Parks Department”) shall oversee the Agreement in consultation with the Downtown Investment Authority (“DIA”).  The Parks Department shall regularly consult with and inform the DIA Board on the status of the Agreement terms.  The Parks Department shall work directly with and obtain input from the DIA Board regarding River Taxi Marketing and Operating Services during the administration of the Agreement.  
Section 8.

Amending Chapter 28 (Parks, Recreation and Community Services), Part 1 (General), Section 28.103 (Powers; functions and duties of Director), Ordinance Code.  Chapter 28 (Parks, Recreation and Community Services), Part 1 (General), Section 28.103 (Powers; functions and duties of Director), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:


CHAPTER 28. PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

*  *  *

PART 1.
GENERAL

*  *  *

Sec. 28.103.   Powers; functions and duties of Director.  The Director of Parks and Recreation shall have the following powers, functions and duties, and shall have a liaison relationship with the Executive Director (a/k/a the Economic Development Officer) at the Office of Economic Development (d/b/a Economic Development Board) to effectuate such powers as needed: 

*  *  *

(f)
The Director, in consultation with the Downtown Investment Authority, may operate a river taxi service on behalf of the City to and from City owned or leased waterfront and dock facilities under the Department’s control subject to funds lawfully appropriated by the Council for operating or capital expenses related to such river taxi service.

Section 9.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

___/s/ ___Lawsikia J. Hodges____________________

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by: Lawsikia J. Hodges
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